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stick, he is not dismayed if he cannot see the other end of it.
After all, the stick is eternally long.
But he "is immensely curious about what is at the other
end. Indeed, Shaw is immensely curious about every-
thing, and declares that if he had been Adam he would
have swallowed every apple on the tree out of sheer curiosity
and thirst for knowledge the moment its owner's back was
turned, and not left one for Eve. Curiosity is the note on
which Shaw ends Back to Methuselah, the long pentateuch
of his faith in parable form: curiosity, one of the notes in
the octave of Life. The final passage, soaring into the
borderland where prose and poetry meet, is remarkable for
having left Joey the Clown on the ground. It is therefore
worth quoting. The speaker is the mythological Lilith,
who was before Adam and Eve, and she is speaking of
the acceptance by these mortals of the burden of eternal
life.
'Best of all, they are still not satisfied: the impulse I
gave them in that day when I sundered myself in twain and
launched Man and Woman on the earth still urges them:
after passing a million goals they press on to the redemption
from the flesh, to the vortex freed from matter, to the
whirlpool in pure intelligence that, when the world began,
was a whirlpool in pure force. And though all that they
have done seems but the first hour of the infinite work of
creation, yet I will not supersede them until they have
forded this last stream that lies between flesh and spirit,
and disentangled their life from the matter that has always
mocked it. I can wait: waiting and patience mean nothing
to the eternal. I gave the woman the greatest of gifts:
curiosity. By that her seed has been saved from my wrath;
for I also am curious; and I have waited always to see what
they will do to-morrow. Let them feed that appetite well
for me. I say, let them dread, of all things, stagnation;
for from the moment, I, Lilith, lose hope and faith in them,
they are doomed. In that hope and faith I have let them
live for a moment; and in that moment I have spared them
many times. But mightier creatures than they have killed
hope and faith, and perished from the earth; and I may not
spare them for ever. I am Lilith; I brought life into the